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not be said, after the rain of the city, that the Jive porches sub-
sisted. Vol. VI. p. 204. But, as Michaelis justly remarks,

" Authors do not always weigh their words with such exactness
as to warrant this inference." And we may add, that John fre-
quently uses the present participle in the past sense; wv9 for
"was" iii. 13, ix. 25, xii. 7, and ex^v, for " had" Rev. iv. 7,
viii. 9, ix. 17, xiii. 17, &c. with the most correct writers, ancient
and modern.

Hence we are warranted to conclude, that the most probable
elates of the canonical Gospels are,

A.D.

1.  Matthmv's, aboiit   .... .... ..................    63

2.  Luke's....................................    66

3.  Mark's....................................    67

4.  John's....................................     97

INSPIRATION.

The prevailing opinion of the primitive Fathers of the Church,
as we have seen, was the plenary inspiration of all the Evan-
gelists. Hence originated that high authority and veneration,
in which they have ever been held by the orthodox^ from the
beginning. The doctrine of their inspiration, therefore, must
not "be hastily surrendered to ancient or modern infidels and
heretics, making unfounded distinctions, and questioning what
they cannot conceive; idly presuming to measure the depths of
rer elation by the scanty plummet of reason: while it equally
concerns the interests of sober and rational religion, that the
genuine nature, and scriptural limits of inspiration, should be
carefully explained and correctly ascertained.

Its necessity in general is thus ably stated by Bishop War-
burton y in his Doctrine of Grace, B. I. Ch. 5.

" The Apostles [and Evangelists] were fully gifted for the
business of their mission: they worked miracles, they spake
with tongues, they explained mysteries, they interpreted pro-
phecies, they discerned the true from the false pretences to the
Spirit: and all this for the temporary and occasional discharge
of their ministry. Is it possible then, to suppose them to be
deserted by their DIVINE ENLIGHTENER, when they sat down
to the other and more important part of their work, to frame an
[infallible] rule [of faith] for the lasting service of the Church ?
rCan we believe, that THE SAME SPIRIT, who so bountifully